
 

Clifford Road Primary School Curriculum 
Nursery  

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme 
Amazing Me 

Traditional Tales 
Celebrations Animals and 

dinosaurs 
Mini Beasts 
Growing and 

Changing 

Superheroes 
Transport 

People Who Help us 

Seaside and pirates 
Transition 

PRIME AREAS 

Communication and Language 

 

Photos of family -  

Look and talk about 

photos of my family. 

Talk about changes 

and growing from a 

baby 

Learning friends and 

staff names 

Learning useful 

phrases - help me 

please 

Traditional story 

language – once 

upon a time, the end, 

on day… 

Talking about 

celebrations at home. 

Start Group Time to 

develop Listening and 

Attention Skills 

Names of 

celebrations and 

festivals 

 

 

Fruit/Food Tasting 

Snack describing 

adjectives 

Animal 

actions/Noises/names 

Describing animals  

 

Growing/Changing 

The same/ Different 

Naming features of 

natural environment 

Naming and 

describing Vegetables 

Occupations – jobs 

and how people help 

us 

Language linked to 

transition to school 

Seaside/Holiday 

Vocabulary 

Naming Sea 

creatures 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development     

 

 

 

 

Learning Teachers Names/each other’s names  

Puppet role-plays- What should I do?  

Introduce rainbow reward charts  

Introduce carpet prompts – looking eyes, 

listening ears, quiet lips, sitting down  

-Learning Nursery Routines and where things 

are (e.g.) Tidying up, snack time etc 

Develop skills to play and co-operate with 

others 

Making friends 

Resolving conflicts without an adult 

Thinking about others feelings 

 

 

Role play together co operatively 

Form friendships with other children 

 

 

 

 

 



Physical Development 

Throughout the 

Year: 

Tooth Brushing 

Snack routine – 

getting a plate and 

cup/fruit /washing 

hands 

Learning to use the 

toilet and manage 

hand washing 

independently 

Changing into welly 

boots and putting on 

own coat 

Learning 

actions/dance for 

Nativity performance 

 

How to look after your 

pet 

Act out walking 

through the jungle 

Gross Motor Animal 

noises/actions 

Transporting Animals  

Moving like a mini 

beast obstacle course 

 

 

 

 

 

Superhero Dances 

and Moves 

 

Sports Day/PE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIFIC AREAS 

Literacy 

 Story Text 
 
 

Goldilocks and The  
Three Bears 
 
The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff 

Funny Bones 
 
 
Dear Santa 

Dear Zoo 
Hairy Maclary 
(Rhyming) 
Dinosaur Roar 
(Rhyming) 

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
Rosie’s Walk 
We’re going on an 
egg hunt (Rhyming) 

The Train Ride 
(Rhyming) 
Supertato 
People who help us 
(Non Fiction) 
 
 

Rainbow Fish 
The Lighthouse 
Keepers Lunch 
Night Pirates 
(Rhyming) 

Non-Fiction linked 
Texts 

All about me 
Houses 
 

The Nativity Story Rumble in the Jungle 
Mad About Dinosaurs 
Chinese New Year -
The Great Race 

Easter Story 
Signs of Spring 
Life Cycles 
Mad About 
Minibeasts 

People Who Help Us 
Jobs People Do 
Looking at road 
signs/numbers 

Holiday Brochures 
Transition Book 

Story Time Topic 
Related Texts 

Starting Nursery 
Owl Babies 
We’re going on a 
Bear Hunt 

The Roll Away 
pumpkin 
Bat Mouse 
 

Elmer 
Harry and The 
Dinosaurs 

Farmer Duck 
The Little Red Hen 
Farm Yard Hullabaloo 
Jack and The 
Beanstalk 

The Naughty Bus 
Super Daisy 
Super Kid 
Supertato Series 
Police Officers on 
Patrol 

Starting School 
The Sharing Shell 
Commotion in the 
Ocean 
The Mermaid’s Letter 

Rhyming Texts and 
Songs 

Familiar Nursery 
Rhymes 
Heads, Shoulders, 
Knees and Toes 
When Goldilocks 
went to the house of 
the bears 

10 Little Monsters 
 
Christmas songs 
Pumpkin Soup 
Room on the Broom 

10 Terrible Dinosaurs 
5 Little Ducks 
5 Little Frogs 
Dinosaur Rap 
Hairy Maclary series 
Dinosaur Boo 
Dinosaur Stomp 
Dinosaur Rumpus 
 

What the Ladybird 
Heard 
Mini Beast Bop 
Incy Wincy Spider 
5 Currant Buns 
Humpty Dumpty 
Old Macdonald had a 
farm 
Hot Cross Buns 

Down at the station 
The Wheels on the 
bus 
5 Superheroes 
 

1,2,3,4,5 Once I 
Caught a Fish Alive 
A Sailor Went to Sea 
Sea Sea 
Pirate Sea Shanties 
Portside Pirates 
Row, Row, Row your 
boat 
Commotion In The 
Ocean 



 

Begin recognising 

name on peg and 

who is at Nursery 

today?  

Confident recognising 

name on peg and 

who is at Nursery 

today? 

Name Tracing 

 

Twinkl Phonics Phase 

1 activities  

Begin forming letters 

of name copying 

 

Twinkl Phonics Phase 

1 activities 

Begin forming letters 

of name 

independently 

 

Twinkl Phonics Phase 

1 activities 

 

Form letters of name 

independently 

 

 

Twinkl Phonics Phase 

1 activities 

Mathematics 

Throughout the 
Year: 
Daily Routines – 
Calendar Days of the 
week song – What 
day is it today, 
tomorrow, yesterday? 
What comes next? 
Recognising 
numerals from the 
date. Show me 
numbers on fingers 
Show ‘finger 
numbers’ up to 5 . 
Tapping and clapping 
to the date. Months of 
the year song – 
passing of time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WRM - Comparison 
1 Shape, space and 
measure 1 Pattern 1 
Explore repeats 
 

Size compare and 
ordering The Three 
Bears, bowls, 
spoons. Billy Goats 
Gruff.  
Make comparisons 
between objects 
relating to size, 
length, weight and 
capacity. 
Language of size – 
Large/big small/little 
Middle sized 
 
 
Maths songs – When 
Goldilocks went to the 
house of the bears 
 
Maths Stories – 
3 Little Pigs 
A New House for a 
Mouse 
Dear Zoo 
Monkey Puzzle 
Owl Babies 
 

WRM –  
Match and sort 
Compare Amounts 
Exploring Patterns  
 
Grouping objects into 
categories 
Matching/pairing 
objects 
Talk about and 
identifies the patterns 
around them. For 
example: stripes on 
clothes, designs on 
rugs and wallpaper. 
Use informal 
language like ‘pointy’, 
‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc. 
Extend and create 
ABAB patterns – 
stick, leaf, stick, leaf. 
 
Notice and correct an 
error in a repeating 
pattern. 
Making simple AB 
patterns Autumn 
objects – Can you 
spot my mistake? 
 
Language of size – 
Large/big small/little 
Middle sized 
continued Funny 
Bones 
 
Maths Songs – 5 little 
skeletons jumping on 
the bed 
 

WRM – 
Representing, 
Comparing and 
Composition of 123  
Positional Language 
 
Number and place 
value- Representing 1 
2 3. Composition of 
each number. Fast 
recognition of up to 3 
objects, without 
having to count them 
individually 
(‘subitising’). Show 
‘finger numbers’ up to 
5. Number blocks 
123. 
 
Talk about and 
explore 2D and 3D 
shapes using informal 
and mathematical 
language: ‘sides’, 
‘corners’; ‘straight’, 
‘flat’, ‘round’. 
Circles and Triangles 
 
Measuring 
Dinosaurs/Language 
of size 
 
Positional Language 
Understand position 
through words alone 
– for example, “The 
bag is under the 
table,” – with no 
pointing. 
Dinosaur Roar 

WRM –  
Circle and Triangles 
Positional Language 
Representing, 
Comparing and 
Composition of 123 
 
Rosie’s Walk 
Positional Language  
Positional Language 
Understand position 
through words alone 
– for example, “The 
bag is under the 
table,” – with no 
pointing. 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar Fruit and 
Vegetable grouping 
and counting 
Know that the last 
number reached 
when counting a 
small set of objects 
tells you how many 
there are in total. 
 
Talk about and 
explore 2D and 3D 
shapes using informal 
and mathematical 
language: ‘sides’, 
‘corners’; ‘straight’, 
‘flat’, ‘round’. 
Select shapes 
appropriately: flat 
surfaces for building, 
a triangular prism for 
a roof etc. 

WRM –  
Representing 
Numbers to 5 
1 more 1 less 
 
Linking numerals to 
groups of objects. 
Say one number for 
each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5. 
 
 
10 Little superheroes  
Compare quantities 
using language: ‘more 
than’, ‘fewer than’. 
Solve real world 
mathematical 
problems with 
numbers up to 5. 
 
 
Discuss routes and 
locations, using words 
like ‘in front of’ and 
‘behind’. 
The Train Ride 
 
Maths songs – 5 Little 
Superheroes 
5 Little men in a flying 
saucer 
1 Elephant went out 
to play 
 
Maths stories – 
The Gingerbread Man 
The Enormous Turnip 
 

WRM –  
Shapes with 4 Sides 
Time 
Representing 
Numbers to 5 
 
Consolidating 
numbers to 5 
 
Number and place 
value representing 4 
5. Composition of 
each number. Show 
‘finger numbers’ up to 
5. Say one number 
for each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5. Number 
blocks 4 and 5.  
 
Experiment with their 
own symbols and 
marks as well as 
numerals. 
Focus on writing 
numbers for clues 
and Money treasure 
Night Pirates 
 
Night and Day 
 
Talk about and 
explore 2D and 3D 
shapes using informal 
and mathematical 
language: ‘sides’, 
‘corners’; ‘straight’, 
‘flat’, ‘round’. 
Select shapes 
appropriately: flat 
surfaces for building, 



Maths Stories –  
Room on the Broom  
A Squash and a 
Squeeze 
 

 
Maths songs – 10 
terrible dinosaurs 
Hickory Dickory Dock 
5 Little Monkey’s 
 
Maths Stories – Dear 
Zoo 
Dinosaur Roar 

Combine shapes to 
make new ones – an 
arch, a bigger triangle 
etc. Shape hunt. 
Shape Sack 
Maths songs – 5 
currant buns 
5 Little ducks 
5 Little Speckled 
Frogs 
 
 

a triangular prism for 
a roof etc. 
Combine shapes to 
make new ones – an 
arch, a bigger triangle 
etc. 
Maths songs – 12345 
once I caught a fish 
alive 

Understanding the World 

 

Environments – 
Home/School 
Seasons – Autumn 
 
 
Birthdays (on-going 
throughout year) 
Changing from a baby 
to an adult 
Own Life Story 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environments – 
Woodlands 
 
 
Diwali, Guy Fawkes, 
Christmas, Halloween 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environments – 
Jungles/Dinosaur or 
Animal Habitats 
Farms 
Animals from 
Different Countries 
 
 
 
Easter and pancake 
day 
Chinese New Year 
 
 
 
 

Taking care of the 
Environment – 
flowers/ habitats to 
encourage wildlife 
etc. Links to making 
bug homes. Building 
gardens for mini 
beasts. Butterfly Life 
Cycle 
Planting/Digging 
Seasons Spring time 
walk Changing 
Seasons 
Similarities/ 
Differences/ 
patterns and 
change/Bulbs 
/Flowers/ 
Baby animal 
Growing Crops, 
Bakery, Cooking, 
grinding corn 
Link to Food and 
Farming 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environments – 
Roads/Tracks 
 
 
 
 
Link to Occupations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environments – 
Seaside’s & Oceans 
 
Climates – 
Beach/cold holiday 
 
Seasons – Summer 
 
 
Transition to 
Reception  
 
 
 
 



Expressive Arts and Design 

 

Self Portraits 
Loose Parts Faces 
Face Features 
Building Bridges for 
the Billy Goats 
Story telling/ acting 
out – traditional 
stories/small world 
Babies and family role 
play 
Dolls house small 
world 

Firework Large Chalk 
Art 
Firework Paintings 
Christmas Songs and 
performance  
Story telling – 
Role play Area 
Dentist  
Halloween dressing 
up role play  
Christmas Role Play 
Birthdays Role Play 
Nativity Scene Small 
World 
 

Making Cages for 
animals 
Drawing an animal 
pencil skills 
Dragon Dancing 
Outside/musical 
instruments 
Story telling – 
Role Play Vets 
Jungles/Habitats 
small world 
Palaeontologist Lab 

Drawing mini  beasts 
Butterfly Art 
Reflection Printing 
Butterfly Transient Art 
Eric Carle Art collage 
fruit to paint and draw 
Kandinsky Shapes 
Story telling – 
Mini beast 
investigation role play 
area 
Role Play Area -
Bakery/farm shop 

Drawing Large maps 
of a journey 
Train Shape Pictures 
Making our own super 
potatoes and other 
super 
vegetables/Making 
ourselves into 
superheroes capes 
Story telling –  
Building 
Tracks/Roads 
Mechanics/Car 
wash/garage 
Police Station  
Role Play People 
Who Help us 
Superheroes 
Rescuing 
Superheroes from Ice 
Superhero 
Headquarters role 
play/Superhero 
Dressing up/Making 
Masks 

Large art project to 
create a Rainbow fish 
Sea Creatures/ 
Different types of fish 
Boats 
Large scale boat 
project/junk modelling 
Pirate Hats 
Story telling –  
Role Play area 
beach/holidays 
Role Play Pirates and 
Pirate Ship 
Treasure Hunt 
Maps 
Clues 
Pirate Dressing up 
School Role Play 
School Uniform Dress 
up 

 


